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office of mayor for 1897 before Mr. Lord’s scheme was
formulated, and as this gentleman consented to act, and still
wishes to do so, it is unlikely that he will not be elected.
Mr. Lord has made an excellent mayor, and has been ably
assisted by his daughter-in-law, who as mayoress has been
most popular. When the Royal Victorian Hospital, as it is

proposed to call the new building, is opened, it is to be

hoped Mr. Riley Lord may again be mayor, and that the
same charming lady may be able to accept the position of
mayoress.

A Goc d Afove. ’

The Gateshead guardians have decided to purchase some ’,
thirty-six acres of ground in the country upon which to build ’,,
six semi-detached cottages to begin with for the accommoda-
tion of boys and girls at present housed in the workhouse.
Those intended for the boys will contain twenty inmates, for
the girls fifteen. The cost of each cottage is not to exceed
.f:650. A considerable outlay will be required to carry out
this laudable experiment and it is to be hoped that the result
will be satisfactory. Nothing could be much worse for a child
than to be brought up in a workhouse.

Revolvers Again.
An inquest has just been held at South Shields upon the

body of Jane Heywood, aged eighteen years, who was found
dying from a pistol shot in the eye in a cabin of the
s.s. Hildegarde occupied by two of the crew, Olaf Eide, the
cook, and A. C. Harvey (seventeen years of age), engineers’
steward. It appears that the girl slept on board the

ship Who shot her isnot known ; both men had revolvers.
The coroner committed them both for trial on a charge of
manslaughter and said, " It would be a good thing if the

possession of revolvers was an unlawful act."
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Oct. 13th.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Proposed Clearing-houses for Dead zeal in Scotland.
A MEETING of a sub-committee of local authorities of

Scotland was held in Edinburgh last week, at which a
draft clause, bearing upon clearing-houses for dead meat,
which was to be forwarded to the Government was sub-
mitted : "(1) All meat, except dead meat which has been
duly inspected in an authorised slaughter-house or at the
instance of any other local authority, brought or sent into
any borough beyond the boundaries thereof to be sold or
exposed for sale and intended for human consumption shall
previously to such sale or exposure be inspected by any
veterinary inspector of the local authority of such borough or
of the local authorities, who may combine in terms of
Sub-section 2 for that purpose, and such dead meat so
brought or sent into a borough shall be sent for inspection
to such place or places as the said local authority or autho-
rities may by notice appoint as places for inspection of such
meat; and (2) for the purpose of this section the local autho-
rities of any borough or counties or districts of any county
may combine in providing a common clearing house for the
inspection of dead meat coming into the district of either of
these local authorities, and all expenses incurred shall be
deemed to be expenses incurred by them respectively in
carrying into effect the purposes of this section." After
some discussion it was decided that the sub-committee should
meet again, when it was hoped that a larger number of
members of the Butchers’ Association would be present.

Opening of the Royal T7eterinary College, Edinburgh.
This College was opened last week, Lord Provost Macdonald

presiding on the occasion. In his opening remarks he
referred tothe fact that the public would have to look to the
veterinary profession to ensure that healthy meat was

supplied, and the corporation of Edinburgh had not been
slow to recognise that fact. Mr. Finlay Dun, F.R.C.V.S.,
delivered the introductory lecture of the session. He
referred to the wide field which the veterinary pro-
fession covered, and dealt with various diseases to
which animals were exposed, and also the improve-
ment which had taken place in the general manage-
ment of domestic animals. He referred also to the
stamping - out of pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and-mouth
disease, and said that with the preventive measures

that had been taken they were not likely to be re-introduced.

With reference to swine fever he said that the Board of
Agriculture had failed to stamp it out after five years’ work,
but when they amended their methods and local veterinarians
had a free hand in dealing with outbreaks the result was
that the disease had already become less prevalent. That
experience was a testimony to the practical value of sound
veterinary knowledge.

Opering of the Winter Session in Edinburgh.
The medical classes in the University and the various

extra-mural schools were opened to-day for the winter
session. It is too soon yet to say anything about numbers.
There has been considerable annoyance and disappointment
at the hours fixed for some of the classes. There seems to
be a tendency to absorb an hour for lecture-room work which
it was expected would be available for special hospital work
under the five years’ curriculum. It is to be hoped that
every effort will be made to prevent the curtailment of the
time available for hospital work.

Oct. 13th. 
_______________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Royal Academy of Medicine.
MucH interest centres on the coming election of a general

secretary to the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland. It
will be remembered that this post has up to the present been
filled most effectively by Mr. William Thomson, who has ably
edited the Transactions of the Academy for the last sixteen
years. As President of the Royal College of Surgeons in
Ireland and thus ex-officio President of the surgical section,
there seemed to be some awkwardness in his continuing to
hold also the office of general secretary. Hence the much-
regretted resignation of Mr. Thomson. The position is one
which is much valued, although the yearly honorarium voted
by the Academy is small-namely, .E100. The candidates
who have up to the present issued addresses to the Fellows
are three-Mr. Arthur Chance of the Mater Misericordise
Hospital, Dr. Richard Hayes of Dr. Steevens’ Hospital, and
Mr. J. B. Story of St. Mark’s Ophthalmic Hospital.

The Richmond District Lunatic Asylum.
The Board of Control have stated that everything possible

is being done to forward the erection of the temporary accom-
modation at Portrane. Mr. G. C. Ashton, the eminent
architect, wrote that he believed the contractor was doing
everything possible to push on the work. One block he
thought would be ready in a month and the second in two
months. The epidemic of beri-beri is fortunately of a very
mild type. There are at present sixty - seven patients
suffering from it, but no death has occurred.

The Rotunda Lying-in Hospital.
The tenure of office of Dr. William Smyly as master of

this great hospital has almost expired, and it will be the

duty of the Governors to elect a successor to him on the 6th
of next month.

Irish Wor7zhovse Reform.
The event of last week in Dublin has been the importantconference in connexion with workhouse reform in Ireland,

which was held on the 2nd inst. The meeting, which was
convened by Lord Monteagle, was a very large and highly
influential one, and inasmuch as the Irish workhouses are to
a large extent union infirmaries, the medical profession was
fully represented. On the motion of his Grace the Arch-
bishop of Dublin (Lord Plunket) the chair was taken by
Lord Meath. Lord Monteagle, who acted as secretary
to the meeting, read letters from his Eminence Cardinal
Logue and from the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Dublin expressing their strong approval of the movement.
Lord Meath in a very suggestive speech called attention,
amongst other matters, to the present unfair and unsatis-
factory mode of election of union medical officers, "into
which religious, political, and local considerations so deeply
enter." Lord Powerscourt, in proposing the first resolution,
said, in reference to the Rathdown Union Workhouse, with
which he is connected, that the building and arrangements
had been improved in many ways. There was danger, he
thought, in making such institutions too comfortable and
of inducing idle people to obtain admission who should
not be allowed in. The President of the Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland, in seconding the resolution, said that


